HARDSHIPS  ON THE   ROAD

hardship, Callendcr repented of his bargain and with-
drew the much-used a&d treasured hundred-dollar bill

When Charles met Gustave in Seguin he said: "We're
up against a hard proposition. The people want John
Dillon, It's hard to book an attraction without a star/'

In this statement Charles Frohman expressed a truth
that he afterward made one of his theatrical axioms,
for he became the leading exponent of the star system,
and developed, in fact, into the king of the star-makers.

Charles rose supreme over the hardships that filled
his colleagues with gloom. Many a night, in order to
save hotel bills, he slept on a train as it shunted back and
forth between small towns. He always turned up in the
morning smiling and serene, with cheer for his now dis-
couraged and almost disgruntled colleagues.

Louise Dillon's sealskin sack rendered heroic service
during these precarious days. It was almost literally
worn out as collateral. As Gustave had predicted, it
got the company out of town on more than one occasion.
A little incident will indicate some of the ordeals of that
stage of the tour. At Hempstead a "norther" struck
the town and the temperature dropped. Wesley Sisson
caught a hard cold and concluded to get what he called
4' a good sweat.'' He had scarcely made his preparations
and settled himself in bed when he heard a rap at the
door and a voice said, "Open up/1
'Who's that?" asked Sisson.

"Charley,1* was the reply. "Let me in. There isn't
a spare bed in this house and 1 am freezing to death."

"All right," said Sisson, "but you don't want to come
in here, because 1 am trying to sweat to death."

"Great Scott I" yelled Frohman, "that's what I want
to do/1
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